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The Northwest Data Sharing Network (NWDSN) Standard Operating Procedures (SOP) are a series of documents that formalize the sharing of local data between NWDSN members.   These SOP documents are the Overview (this document), Data Access and Update, Meta Data standards, Data Security and Map Service.

Overview

The NWDSN has been set up to facilitate the timely, co-ordinated, co-operative, and innovative use of the geo-spatial data sets to reduce ownership data costs and improve decision-making about land use in the region.  To meet the NWDSN’s mission, documents and local spatial and attribute data have been organized to provide a convenient source of local information to NWDSN members.  The primary objective of the site is to provide local business data for sharing.   A web based map view is also available so that members can review local and government corporate data.
Data Sharing Agreements

Through the NWDSN policy governance as administered by the NWDSN board of directors data sharing of local data between participants has been formalized.  A limited amount of corporate government data is available through the site.  All members accessing corporate government data have data sharing agreements in place with government.  The majority of the agreements were made between forest licensees and Ministry of Forest Districts.  It is our understanding that these agreements have been “grandfathered in” when MSRM was formed.  The Office of the Wet’suwet’en through provincial level agreements with government has permission to use government corporate data.

As the NWDSN evolves access to government corporate data will be moved to MSRM’s data distribution service through its Land and Resource Data Warehouse (LRDW).  Members can use their BCeID accounts to access the LRDW and download government corporate data, such as VEG and TRIM data and Orthophotos.  The NWDSN is pursuing an umbrella data sharing agreement with government’s corporate data custodians.  Updated data sharing agreements will be required to access corporate data, such as VEG and TRIM from the LRDW.  Once in place a “clipping polygon” will be assigned giving a geographic extent for that BCeID account, such as a Licensee chart area.  As well, that BCeID account will have permission to access those data layers that have been described in the data sharing agreement.
Network Download Capacity
The NWDSN data server is located at UNBC on a Linux PC connected to the University’s high bandwith network..  The download speed is comparable to 100Mbs at the universities end and file storage capacity is expanded by UNBC as required to house the FTP data.

