Membership Requirements SOP of the 
Northwest Geographic Data Society Network (Dec 12/06)
Goals:  

· To make membership requirements of the Northwest Geographic Data Society Network (NWDSN) as practical and affordable as possible.  

· To promote good natural resource management by maximizing availability of local spatial data.  

· To produce disturbance datasets (blocks & roads) that are current and accurate.  

Purpose:  

· To outline what steps are required to become a member of the NWDSN, the privileges of membership and the requirements of an active member.  

Responsibility:

· It is the responsibility of the Executive Director to ensure that the procedures are followed.  

Procedures:

1. Two levels of membership are recognized:

a. Full membership

b. Partial membership

2. Conditions of membership:

a. For forest licensees, to provide accurate updates of disturbance data in a manner, format, and timing acceptable to the Technical Committee.

b. For government agencies, to provide, at a minimum, local government spatial datasets that are required for forest stewardship plans in a manner, format, and timing acceptable to the Technical Committee.  As well, to inform the NWDSN membership when a revised dataset has been posted.
c. Members may share datasets or access to the NWDSN server with contractors/consultants provided the datasets are only used for projects directly affiliated with the member.  The purpose is to prevent shortcuts to potential memberships.  The exception to this is member consultants who may use NWDSN housed datasets when providing data services to small tenure holders (woodlots, licenses to cut, non-profit organizations, etc.).
d. New members will make application to the NWDSN directors for membership and must sign this SOP prior to gaining membership.  

3. Members do not require a data exchange agreement with BMGS as corporate datasets (TRIM, DEM, VRI, and orthophotos) will not be available for download from the NWDSN server.
4. Membership fees:
a. Full members are required to pay full fees ($2,500) as determined by the Board.

b. Partial members are required to pay one half ($1,250) of the full fees.  

c. Members that do not pay their fees within 12 months of assessment will lose membership privileges unless the Board agrees to an alternate form of reimbursement.  

5. Full membership versus partial membership:

a. Members that hold a forest license (ie. long-term renewable timber harvest rights) or a long term non-replaceable forest license (NRFL > 5 years) and government agencies must be full members.

b. Members that hold a short term NRFL (< 5 years) or no license at all (eg. forestry consultant or First Nation) have the option of being a partial member.

c. Full membership is required to sit on the Board.

d. Either full or partial membership is required to participate with the technical working group.  
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